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think from this that I am selfish and that I am abandoning
you for ever, but let me live for a time like this. Those who
reproach me do not know everything that is in an artist's
nature; why should they impose on us natures similar to theirs?
We do not impose ours on them ... I think tenderly of you/'
And later: "I have your photographs neatly arranged on a
shelf set up in my hut, which fact provokes many questions
from the Kanakas who come to see and admire my painting/'
In another letter, a mood of mixed nostalgia and optimism
makes him tell her of a plan that he has in his head for
obtaining an appointment in France as a drawing master or
inspector, one that would enable them all to live together on
his return, "It would be for us, dear Mette, an assured old age,
happy and reunited with our children* It would be the end of
uncertainty* I need to see you all again and to rest a little. But
one must be reasonable. A voyage like this wasn't lightly
undertaken as one might an afternoon walk. It must be com-
pleted and be the end of my peregrinations. Have patience a
little longer, it is for the good of you all/'
Behind Matai^a, in die mountains, lay the plateau of
Tamanau from where the great crenellated double-peaked
summit of Orohena, the Diadem Mountain, could best be seen,
as well as the peak of Aorai, Gauguin's neighbours had told
him of this district, so that he was determined to visit it, a
determination that, however, surprised and alarmed them, for
they feared the mountain spirits and the spirits of the dead,
the tupapaus, that were supposed to inhabit the interior of the
island and to torment those who were obliged to spend a
night in the forests. His neighbours' conversion to Christi-
anity had not permitted them to forget their fear. They
attempted to dissuade him by telling him that he would find
nowhere to sleep, no food, and that the spirits would come to
torment him also,
Gauguin left Matai^a very early one morning, striking inland
towards the valley of Punaru, through which a river flowed
that joined the sea at a point between Mataiea and Papeete,